Should I Sell My House in Retirement?

By: Exchange Capital Management

September 21, 2023

Retirement marks a new chapter in life, brimming with possibilities and fresh beginnings. One
significant decision that often arises during this transition is whether it's time to part with your
home. While the house may have been the perfect fit when you were working, it may no longer
align with your evolving needs and goals as you embark on this new phase of life.

Considerations for Selling Your Home

More cash for retirement

One compelling reason to sell your home is the potential influx of cash it can provide for
your retirement. If the house is fully paid off, you won't need to use any proceeds to settle
the mortgage, leaving you with more money to bolster your savings. Even if you still
have a mortgage, selling can liberate you from ongoing mortgage payments, property
taxes, and the burden of maintenance costs.

Keep a close watch on the real estate market; when it's thriving, you can maximize your
return on investment. If the real estate market is down, it may be in your best interest to
wait for a more optimal time to sell.

Finding the best location

Selling your home offers newfound flexibility to relocate to a place better suited for your
golden years. Whether you want to be closer to family and friends or opt for a more cost-



effective location, selling your home can allow you to live in the optimal location for you
today, rather than limiting yourself to the place that was once the best. If you’re
considering moving, check out this blog.

Downsizing can be valuable

As you age, the upkeep of a larger home can become progressively more challenging.
Your dream house may now feel overwhelming as a retiree. If you have kids, they are
probably moved out and making memories in their own place.

Opting for a smaller residence not only eases the burden of daily maintenance but also
creates a more senior-friendly living environment. Even if you don't choose to sell your
home immediately upon retirement, downsizing could become a consideration in the
future.

Considerations for Keeping Your Home

Homeownership can be cost-effective

Owning your home provides consistency in your monthly expenses. You know how
much your mortgage will be, and even better, there may be a time when the home is paid
off. Renting, on the other hand, could mean unpredictable costs that often increase
annually.

Leaving a legacy

Homeownership allows you to leave the property to your heirs, ensuring it stays within
the family. However, leaving a home to the next generation can be more complicated in
practice, especially when multiple beneficiaries inherit the property. This can lead to
challenges related to ongoing maintenance and tax responsibilities. In most cases, it’s
recommended to sell an inherited house. But heirs may not always agree.

Upon inheriting the property beneficiaries will receive a step-up in basis, meaning they
will owe less in capital gains tax should they choose to sell. Leaving beneficiaries with
more financial gain from the inheritance.

Tax deductions
Homeownership allows a filer certain tax deductions. As of 2023, married couples filing

jointly could deduct up to $10,000 of property taxes from their taxable income. This tax
benefit is not available to renters, as they cannot deduct rental costs from their income.



The Bottom Line

Deciding whether to sell your home in retirement is a significant choice that should be made
after careful consideration of your financial situation, lifestyle preferences, and long-term goals.
It's essential to weigh the advantages and disadvantages carefully.

Your home is more than just a property; it's a part of your life story, and the decision to sell
should align with your vision for your golden years. If you do decide to sell, check out this
educational blog on how selling your home can impact your tax liability.



